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Marginalization 

Question 1. 

What is all happening in Niyamgiri hills of Orissa? 

Answer: 

Niyamgiri hill of Orissa is located in Kalahandi district. This area is in 

inhabitated by Dongarria Konds, an Adivasi community. A major 

aluminium company is planning to set up a mine and a refinery here 

which will displace this Adivasis community. They have strongly 

resisted this proposed development and have been joined by 

environmentalists as well. A case against the company is also pending 

in the Supreme Court. 

Question 2. 

What does Sachar Committee report tell about the Muslims and how 

is economic and social marginalization experienced by Muslims has 

other dimensions as well? 

Answer: 

Recognizing that Muslims in India were lagging behind in terms of 

various development indicators, the government set up a high-level 

committee in 2005. The Committee was chaired by Justice Rajindar 

Sachar, The committee examined the social, economical and 

educational status of the Muslim community in India. The report 

discusses in detail the marginalization of this community. 
 



It suggests that on a range of social, economic and educational 

indicators the situation of the Muslim community is comparable to 

that of other marginalized communities like Scheduled Castes and 

 Scheduled Tribes. For example, according to the Report the average 

years of schooling for Muslim children between the age of 7-16 is 

much lower than that of other socio-religious communities. 

Economic and social marginalization experienced by Muslims has 

other dimensions as well. Like other minorities, Muslim customs and 

practices are sometimes quite distinct from what is seen as the 

mainstream. Some not all – Muslims may wear a burqa, keeping a 

long beard wear a fez and these become ways to identify the 

Muslims. 

Because of this, they tend to be identified differently and some 

people think that they are not like the ‘rest of us’. Often this becomes 

an excused to treat them unfairly, and discriminate against them. 
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